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Daring & Dynamic

NEW DELHI: 'Mini-
mum government, maxi-
mum governance' has 
been one of PM Narendra 
Modi's catchiest slogans. 
But the Modi government 
is set to add more than 
two lakh central employ-
ees over a period of two 
years from March 1, 2015, 
despite the Centre's an-
nouncements from time to 
time on a freeze in fresh re-
cruitments.

The Central govern-
ment's actual staff on 
March 1, 2015 was 33.05 
lakh, which increased to 
34.93 lakh in 2016 and is 
estimated to grow to 35.23 
lakh by March 1, 2017, ac-
cording to the budget es-
timates for 2016-17. This 
includes the railways — 

which has not added a sin-
gle worker to its strength 
of 13,26,437 in the last 
three years — but excludes 
the defence forces.

The biggest increase of 
70,000 is projected in the 
revenue department which 
comprises income tax and 
customs and excise, fol-
lowed by central paramili-
tary forces, projected to rise 
by 47,000. The strength of 
the home ministry, exclud-
ing paramilitary forces, has 
increased by 6,000.

The cabinet secretariat, 
a fairly small department 
assisting the government, 
will add 301 employees, 
going up from 900 in 2015 
to 1,201 by March 1, 2017. 
The I&B ministry added 
nearly 2,200 personnel in 

the last two years. 
The personnel ministry, 

which manages govern-
ment staff, added 1,800 
jobs in the last two years, 
the urban development 
ministry 6,000, mines min-
istry 4,399 and department 
of space 1,000.

However, the financial 
allocation for salaries and 
allowances for the revenue 
department has not shown 
any major difference, for 
the reason that the depart-
ment has not been able to 
recruit personnel due to 
slow progress in the cadre 
restructuring exercise.

Some departments have 
faced downsizing. Inter-
estingly, there has been a 
cut in the department of 
rural development, the 

focus area of the govern-
ment, where the strength 
has come down from 538 
in 2015 to 472 in 2016-17. 

A major reason for 
the spurt in hiring is 
that many departments 
faced acute staff crunch 
in Group B and C cat-
egories due to a mora-
torium on fresh re-
cruitments for the past 
several years.

A lot of the new 
appointments have 
been in these catego-
ries. Vacancies have 
piled up over the 
years. More than six 
lakh posts are vacant 
in various central gov-
ernment ministries, ac-
cording to the person-
nel ministry.

Modi Govt to add over 2L 
central employees in 2yrs

A major reason for 
the spurt in hiring is 

that many depart-
ments faced acute 

staff crunch in Group 
B and C categories 

due to a moratorium 
on fresh recruitments 

for the past several 
years
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NEW DELHI: Yoga guru-turned-
FMCG baron Ramdev is drawing 
up a strategic plan to launch a pin-
cer movement on MNCs. On one 
hand, he is planning to open Patan-
jali mega stores across India start-
ing with Nagpur and Lucknow, 
while on the other he has readied a 
premium brand 'Soundarya' to take 

on the likes of big cosmet-
ics brands such as L'Oreal 
and Maybelline. Patan-
jali Ayurved, a Haridwar-
based company founded 
by Ramdev and his aide 
Balkrishna, reached its 
revenue target of Rs 5,000 
crore for the year ended 
March 31, said Balkrishna, 
MD of Patanjali Ayurved.

 "We have made profits 
of 8-12%," he said. "And 
we are just getting started. 

Wherever we see MNCs taking ad-
vantage of Indian consumers, we 
will enter that segment with better 
quality natural products and af-
fordable pricing. At the same time, 
we need to get more competitive in 
modern trade. These mega stores 
will help us get there," he said. The 
proposed Patanjali mega stores 

that will sell everything from 
noodles and biscuits to ayurvedic 
medicines and ghee, will measure 
around 5,000 square feet, accord-
ing to Balkrishna. Currently, apart 
from e-commerce channels, Patan-
jali products are sold through 1,200 
Ayurvedic Chikitsalayas, 2,500 Ar-
ogya Kendras and 8,000 Swadeshi 
Kendras. Add to that thousands 
of kirana stores across the country 
and partnerships with modern re-
tail chains such as Big Bazaar.

"Patanjali can reach its target 
of growing exponentially only if 
it augments its reach," said Jog-
inder Chhabra, head of consumer 
insights and market intelligence 
at one of the country's largest con-
sumer firms. "Right now its reach 
is limited. But even with that it is 
managing to wrest away market 
share from top players..."

MUMBAI: "Go live" is the red-hot app 
mantra at the HRD ministry. As more and 
more colleges and universities get funding, 
the Centre is keeping tabs on activities on 
campus through geo-satellite imagery. 

Whether it is uploading horizon-to-hori-
zon photos or zoomed-in images, a new ap-
plication developed by Isro for the ministry 
schematically displays all the works carried 
out and purchases made: a brick laid, ma-
chinery bought or a pit dug.  The tool-Bhu-

van RUSA app-presents an electronic ver-
sion of on-ground activities as close as one 
metre, thus helping locate everything from 
the material used, contractors hired, daily 
progress on construction and funds used. 
"The idea is not so much about policing as it 
is about monitoring," a ministry official said. 
Equipment purchased, infrastructure built, 
budgets planned and the larger vision of 
states chalked out in their respective higher 
education plans, all converge on this tool.

Mehsana: A massive rally of the Patel 
community at Mehsana town in Gujarat 
demanding reservation and release of 
their jailed leaders turned violent as po-
lice used lathicharge and fired teargas 
shells on the agitators who allegedly en-
gaged in stone-pelting.

Patel protesters had gathered at Mod-
hera crossroad as part of the `Jail Bharo' 
agitation announced by the Sardar Pa-
tel Group (SPG), one of the prominent 
groups seeking OBC quota for the Patel 
community.

SPG chief Lalji Patel received head in-
jury during the face-off with the police.

While the police claimed they resorted 
to lathicharge only after some persons 
started throwing stones at the police vehi-
cles, Lalji Patel alleged that Patel agitators 
were targeted without any provocation.

"Our protest was peaceful as an-
nounced earlier. However, police sudden-
ly hit me and some of our members when 
we were walking ahead of the procession. 
I was hit on head. You can see the blood 
on my face. We were beaten up without 
any provocation," said Patel, who along 
with some other agitators were detained 
by the police subsequently.

In-charge DGP of Gujarat PP Pandey 
claimed the situation deteriorated only 
after some people resorted to violence.

"Police always work to establish peace. 
The gathering was peaceful initially. 
However, the situation de-
teriorated only after some 
persons resorted to violence 
and damaged property. I 
have already sent additional 
force to handle the situa-
tion," Pandey said.

Meanwhile, SPG as well 
as Hardik Patel-led Patidar 
Anamat Andolan Samiti 
(PAAS) have given a call for 
`Gujarat Bandh' on Monday.

Our Patel brothers were 
brutally beaten up during 
the peaceful rally today. La-
lji and few other SPG leaders 
received grievous injuries in 
the police lathicharge. We 
condemn this use of exces-

sive force by police and have given a call 
for Gujarat bandh tomorrow (Monday)," 
said SPG spokesperson Purvin Patel, 
adding that PAAS too supported tomor-
row's bandh.

Thousands of Patel community mem-
bers gathered at Modhera crossroad on 
the outskirts of the city on Sunday to 
court arrest on a mass scale, pressing for 
reservation and release of Hardik Patel 
and three of his aides who are in jail.

Large number of police, with water 
canons and teargas shell guns, were al-
ready deployed at the crossroad.

"Police first used the water canon to 
disperse the mob, as the mob attacked 
some police vehicles. Teargas shells were 
also fired as the mob started throwing 
stones. It also set ablaze some private ve-
hicles. The operation to control the situa-
tion is still on," said a police control room 
official.

Health Minister and spokesperson 
of the Gujarat Government Nitin Patel 
appealed to the protesters to maintain 
peace.

"Patel leaders (Lalji Patel and others) 
had earlier promised that even if he is ar-
rested, others will stage peaceful protest. 
However, violence took place after some 
people incited others. I appeal to them to 
maintain peace as all the problems can be 
solved through dialogue," the minister 
said.

PEDERNALES, Ecua-
dor: The death toll from 
Ecuador's biggest earth-
quake in decades soared 
to at least 246 as rescuers 
using tractors and bare 
hands hunted desperately 
for survivors in shattered 
coastal towns.

The 7.8 magnitude 
quake struck off the Pacific 
coast on Saturday and was 
felt around the Andean na-
tion of 16 million people, 
causing panic as far away 
as the highland capital 
Quito and collapsing build-
ings and roads in a swath 
of western towns.

President Rafael Correa 
rushed home from a trip to 

Italy to supervise the emer-
gency and was due to ad-
dress the nation on Sunday 
evening. "The immediate 
priority is to rescue people 
in the rubble," he said on 
Twitter.

"Everything can be re-
built but lives cannot be 
recovered and that's what 
hurts the most," Correa 
told state radio.

Vice President Jorge 
Glas visited the quake zone 
and said 246 had died and 
about 2,527 people were 
injured.

Coastal areas nearest 
the epicenter were worst 
affected, especially Peder-
nales, a rustic tourist spot 

with beaches and palm 
trees now laden with de-
bris from pastel-colored 
houses.

Authorities said there 
were some 163 aftershocks, 
mainly in the Pedernales 
area. A state of emergency 
was declared in six prov-
inces.

The quake has piled pain 
on the economy of OPEC's 
smallest member, already 
reeling from low oil prices, 
with economic growth this 
year projected at near-zero. 
It has also propelled Glas 
- a possible candidate in 
Ecuador's February 2017 
presidential election - into 
the limelight.

Earthquake kills 246 in 
Ecuador; people still trapped

Rally turns violent as 
Hardik’s supporters 

clash with cops in Guj

Patanjali to open stores in premium 
segments to take on big brands

HRD ministry follows activities 
on campuses with geo-sat app
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New Delhi: As one of 
New Delhi’s thousands 
of street children, Jyoti 
Kumari knows more than 
most about the goings on 
in the Indian capital’s des-
perate and sometimes bru-
tal underbelly.

Now the 16-year-old, 
who has never stepped 
foot in a regular classroom, 
is putting her knowledge 
into print, reporting for a 
tabloid run by street kids 
and tackling tough issues 
facing the city’s homeless.

At a meeting around a 
table strewn with drafts 
of stories and diaries, Ku-
mari and other children as 
young as 13 are busy plan-
ning their next edition.

“We have 70 reporters 
now,” a beaming Kumari 
said of her colleagues at 
Balaknama newspaper, 
meaning voice of the chil-
dren in Hindi.

“We collect all the re-
ports, verify them and then 
one of us types it out. After 
finalising which news will 
go on which page, we send 

it for printing.”
The newspaper draws 

its stories from the mass 
of families and others liv-
ing under flyovers and on 
footpaths, and delves into 
issues of child marriage, 
sex and drug abuse and 
police brutality. Kumari 
hopes it is quietly making 
a difference.

“Like when the drunk-
ard neighbourhood uncle 
mended his ways once 
his misbehaviour with his 
wife and children made it 
to the paper,” said Kumari, 
giggling at the memory.

One of their biggest sto-
ries exposed how police-
men used street children 
to carry bodies from rail-
ways tracks after a deadly 
accident or a suicide, forc-
ing authorities to halt the 
practice.

Growing up with an 
alcoholic and sick father, 
Kumari and her five sib-
lings spent long hours 
picking through rubbish 
to find recyclables, and 
sometimes begging, to 

scrape together enough 
money for food.

A chance visit in 2010 by 
a voluntary teacher from a 
non-profit called Chetna 
to her family’s shack on 
a busy roadside in south 
Delhi gave her hope.

“I was very impressed 
when she told me the 
value of education and 
the opportunities for even 
desperately poor children 
like me,” said Kumari who 
moves, along with teems 
of others, to a homeless 
shelter at night to sleep.

Chetna, which works 
with Delhi’s estimated 
10,000 street children, en-
rolled her in a distance 
learning programme run 
by the NGO.

New Delhi: Due to lack 
of ultrasound specialists 
in Narela’s Satyavadi Raja 
Harishchandra Hospital, 
women patients have to 
be referred to other hos-
pitals. The hospital’s gy-
naecology department is 
facing problems because 
of this. “Ultrasounds are 
used as diagnosis tool by 
gynaecologists. Due to the 
lack of ultrasound techni-
cians, a majority of wom-
en patients are referred to 
other hospitals,” said an 
employee of the hospital.

The hospital has a 
dearth of ultrasound spe-

cialists since 2012. Not 
only that, there is a is 
shortage of doctors for 
intensive care unit (ICU), 
blood bank, emergency 
and operation theatres.

There have been a lot 
of instances when women 
patients were referred 
to other hospitals due to 
lack of medical services. 
The Raja Harishchandra 
Hospital administration 
has alleged that they have 
written letters to the con-
cerned authorities many 
a times about the shortage 
of doctors, but in vain.

“We have written griev-

ance letters regarding our 
problems to the concerned 
officers, but they have 
not paid heed to them till 
date,” said a senior em-
ployee of the hospital. 
Some gynaecologists at 
the hospitals said that if 
they had proper machines, 
space and instruments at 
the hospital along with 
adequate staff to deal with 
the patients, then all the 
patients would have been 
successfully treated at the 
hospital itself.

“It is sad that our hos-
pital is not preferred by 
many people any more 
due to lack of medical 
infrastructure. If we had 
the required machines, in-
struments, qualified and 
specialist doctors, along 
with the required number 
of beds at the hospital, all 
patients would be success-
fully treated here and not 
referred to other hospitals. 
It is our helplessness that 
forces us to refer the pa-
tients to other hospitals,” 
said a doctor at the hospi-
tal.

New Delhi: The Del-
hi government has ex-
tended the ban on sale, 
purchase and storage 
of all forms of chew-
able tobacco, includ-
ing gutka, pan masala, 
khaini and zarda, for 
another year.

In a notification is-
sued, the food safety 
department made it 
clear that unpackaged 
products of chewable 
tobacco, too, would 
come under the ban. 
"The previous notifi-
cation had expired, so 
we have reissued it. 
This will allow us to act 
against all violators," 
said a senior official.

Dr G L Khatri, presi-
dent of the World Lung 
Foundation, said the 
enforcement of the 
gutka ban, in place in 
Delhi since 2012, had 
been poor due to sev-

eral reasons. "First, the 
manufacturers tried to 
bypass the law by sell-
ing raw tobacco and su-
pari in separate sachets 
and later they went to 
court seeking a stay 
on any coercive action. 
Hopefully, this time the 
government will man-
age to keep aside these 
hurdles to implement 

the law to save lives," 
he said. Raw chew-
able tobacco products 
include khaini and 
zarda.

The government 
claims that the subdivi-
sional magistrates and 
the district medical of-
ficers may be included 
in the drive for stricter 
imposition of the to-

bacco ban. Those found 
guilty of selling chew-
able tobacco products 
can be imprisoned up 
to six months or fined 
up to Rs 3 lakh, or 
both.

Tobacco products, 
especially gutka, can 
cause oral, throat and 
esophageal cancer, 
among others. Ac-
cording to Dr Pankaj 
Chaturvedi, head and 
neck surgeon at Tata 
Memorial Hospital, 
chewable tobacco 
products cause 90% of 
all mouth cancers in In-
dia. "It is a major cause 
of all cancer-related 
deaths. 

An effective ban is a 
must to save people," 
he said. Surveys re-
veal that nearly 10.5% 
of the adults in Delhi 
consume smokeless to-
bacco products.

NEw Delhi: The Hindu 
Sena, its students' wing Hindu 
Vidyarthi Sena (HVS) and the 
Hindu Jagran Abhiyan are out 
to "purify" Jawaharlal Nehru 
University's image with two pu-
jas. JNU's Mahi Mandavi hos-
tel - which houses several HVS 
members - were hosting Ram Na-
vami and Bhagwati pujas on its 
grounds on Friday night.

The Abhiyan's invite says, "a 
prayer and call will be made to 
Shri Ram and Maa Bhagwati to 
eliminate all anti nationals of In-
dia and purify the university and 
country from people having im-
pure thoughts."

On the guest list are Vishnu 
Gupta of Hindu Sena and Ji-
tender Khurana of Hindu Jagran 
Abhiyan.

The HVS has organised pujas 
before and member Ajit Kumar 
and president Anurag Kumar say 
they've not "faced any resistance" 

from any group. The Hindu Sena 
has a reputation for violence but 
Kumar and Gupta assure there 
won't be any on campus. They 
will let everyone know that JNU 
is "a democratic space where ev-
ery religion is respected".

"We do not support the anti-
national slogans but have to now 
suffer the consequences of that 
event," says Kumar.

The Left students, meanwhile, 
held a public meeting on the 
Panama Papers at the mess of the 
same hostel after dinner.

NEW DELHI: If you haven't 
yet secured your car with high-
end anti-theft devices, now is 
a good time to do it. A vehicle 
was stolen every 13 minutes 
in the capital in the first three 
months of the year, marking a 
sharp 44 per cent rise over the 
same period last year. Only 
around 4 per cent of these cars 
are recovered.

Delhi saw 9,714 vehicle thefts 
in the the first quarter of 2016, 
up from 6,724 in the first three 
months of last year. By April 13, 
the number had crossed 11,000, 
according to police figures.

Investigators blame the 
spurt on the creation of an app 
to register vehicle thefts, which 
has taken the pressure off lo-
cal police stations to prevent 
and solve these cases.Car-theft 
investigations have virtually 
come to a standstill as no par-
ticular thana is held responsible 
any longer for unsolved cases.

The app automatically gives 
the user an untraced report 
after 21 days. For the app, in-
troduced by the previous po-
lice chief, an e-police station 
was created and it became the 
`central agency' for handling 

vehicle thefts. The lax policing 
situation in the capital has led 
to it attracting car thieves from 
outside, according to police 
sources. The Meerut (Sotiganj) 

gangs are learnt to have de-
vised a new way to crack open 
new electronic locks of high-
end cars as well.

The app needs to be done 
away with or at least tweaked, 
the sources said, so that the re-
sponsibility for thefts goes back 
to the police.

Investigators accept the situ-
ation is grim. Lack of deterrence 
has emboldened thieves so 
much that they are using tech-
niques and gadgets to override 
the modern anti-theft systems. 
Not only do they carry dupli-
cate electronic keys but can also 

neutralise engine control mod-
ules (on-board computers) in 
fuel-injected vehicles in a few 
minutes. "In 1990, a vehicle was 
stolen in New York City every 
3.5 minutes, but new anti-theft 
technologies and a police crack-
down ensured a 95 per cent fall 
in vehicle thefts by 2013. Now, 
a vehicle is stolen in NYC once 
every 72 minutes. In Delhi, the 
focus is on doing away with 
probe," a senior cop said.

Motor vehicle theft makes up 
a fifth of all IPC crimes reported 
in Delhi and it is getting better 
organised by the day.

Ban on gutka extended for a year

A vehicle is stolen every 13 mins in Delhi; rate up 44% since last yr

Puja at JNU grounds to rid 
campus of ‘anti-nationals’

Street kids on the beat with 
hard-hitting newspaper

A sorry tale of ultrasound 
specialists in Narela’s hospital 
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NEW DELHI: Amid re-
ports that school students are 
finding it difficult to procure 
NCERT textbooks, HRD min-
ister Smriti Irani said they are 
also available online for free at 
her ministry's "e-paathshala" 
initiative.

Interacting with reporters 
here, the HRD minister said 
NCERT has also given copy-
rights to over 8 state govern-
ments to print books as they 
deem  fit to fulfill the require-
ments of their students.

"We would also put out in 
public that NCERT has its own 
sales counter in Ajmer, Bhopal, 
Shillong, Bhubneswar, My-
suru, Ahmedabad, Bengaluru, 
Kolkata, Guwahati and New 
Delhi, from where schools can 
procure these books in bulk," 

she said.
The NCERT textbooks from 

Class I to XII are also avail-
able on web-based platform e-
paathshala for free, she said.

The HRD minister, however, 
also added that her ministry in 
conjunction with CBSE in July 
2015 given a circular which 
states very clearly that forcing 
parents and children to buy too 
many textbooks is not only un-
healthy but unsound practice.

NEW DELHI: Even as the Su-
preme Court order on the Com-
mon Medical Entrance Test raised 
hopes of a uniform test from this 
year itself, the health ministry has 
indicated this may not be "practi-
cally" possible given the short no-
tice.

The ministry has asked for sug-
gestions from the Medical Council 
of India on whether there is any 
scope of conducting the examina-
tion this year, though officials con-
ceded this might be a long shot.

"The notification for the com-
mon test has to be out by Decem-
ber. It may be too late to start the 
process now," an official said. He 
added that a couple of exams have 
already been held and in many col-
leges the last dates have passed.

In a cautious approach to 
streamline medical education, the 
ministry will also push for amend-
ments in the MCI Act. "We will try 
to bring in changes to the Act so 
that it provides a strong ground," 
a senior official in the health min-
istry said.

Health minister Jagat Prakash 
Nadda has already approved the 
MCI's recommendation for an 
amendment to the Indian Medi-
cal Council (IMC) Act that will 
empower it to hold a nationwide 
common medical entrance test.

The amendment has also been 
cleared by the law ministry. The 
health ministry is now waiting for 
comments from a few other relat-

ed ministries including the HRD 
ministry.

The official said the ministry 
will now try to expedite the pro-
cess and place the changes in Par-
liament so as to avoid a roadblock 
when the SC revisits the case. On 
Monday, the apex court recalled 
its earlier order scrapping NEET 
for admissions to MBBS, BDS and 
PG courses.

NEW DELHI: With the hun-
dreds of parents complaining 
against fee increase as the most 
recent provocation, the Delhi 
government will establish a 
"complaint centre" to "deal with" 
private schools. The statement 
announcing it also adds that 
the government has not granted 
permission to any school to in-
crease fee -- some have sought 
it -- and if any school has done 
it, "it is liable for government ac-
tion (sic)."

The statement says the centre 
will enable parents and members 
of the public to "file complaints 
against the erring schools with-
out any apprehension of their 
children being harassed by the 
private school managements." It 
will be located at the education 
office of the New Delhi and Cen-
tral districts at room number 2, 

plot number 5 at Jhandewalan. 
Parents can also email at doe.
pvt@gmail.com. Till now, par-

ents had been mailing the chief 
and deputy chief ministers di-
rectly.

"Some schools have sought 
the approval of Delhi govern-
ment seeking a fee hike, but 
the government has not given 
its approval so far. Therefore, if 
any school has hiked the fee, it 
is liable for government action," 
says the statement. It further 
says, about 150 parents had met 
Arvind Kejriwal and Manish Si-
sodia to complain about fee in-
crease at Kalka Public School in 
Alaknanda. However, they aren't 
the only ones. Parents with kids 
in KR Mangalam World School 
in Vikaspuri have also put a pe-
tition together. "It is a wonderful 
step by the government," says 
Somesh Arora, lawyer and one 
of over 200 parents to complain 
against KR Mangalam, "But 
it should be really effective. It 
should have a team headed by 
someone with experience in the 

field and advisors."
Lawyer-activist Khagesh 

Jha whose petition led to the 
high court order saying private 
schools on government land 
need prior sanction from govern-
ment to increase fees, too thinks 
it a "very good idea." "The gov-
ernment should take care that 
grievances are process properly 
and in a time-bound manner. Es-
pecially in cases of fee increase, 
it is important to resolve the 
matter at the beginning of the 
academic session itself."

But the cell is not for fee-
related grievances alone. It is 
meant to generally check what 
the statement describes as "ar-
bitrary functioning of private 
schools." It will "also cater to the 
large-scale grievances of parents 
about wrongdoings in the EWS 
admissions by private schools."

NEW DELHI: Gearing up for 
another standoff, JNU students 
have passed a resolution that the 
university student union polls 
will not be conducted as per the 
Lyngdoh committee recommen-
dations but the varsity Constitu-
tion will be followed.

"A resolution was passed in 
the General Body meeting last 
night that JNU student union 
polls will not be conducted as per 
the Lyngdoh committee recom-
mendations but the JNU Consti-
tution will be followed," JNUSU 
Vice President Shehla Rashid 
Shora said. "The Lyngdoh panel 
mandate has various arbitrary 
clauses which we have always 
been opposed to. However, now 
we have decided to boycott it and 
hold our polls as per the univer-
sity constitution," she added

After remaining suspended for 
4 years over non-compliance of  
Lyngdoh committee recommen-
dations which were implemented 
with a view to keep money and 
muscle power away from campus 
elections, JNU had revived the 
election process in 2012. 

The committee headed by 
former Chief Election Commis-

sioner JM Lyngdoh had in 2005 
recommended a cap of Rs 5,000 
on election expenses per candi-
date besides formulating other 
rules and regulations for clean-
ing up campus politics. In 2006, 
the Supreme Court had directed 
that these recommendations be 
implemented.

After a four-year long legal 
battle, JNU students had agreed 
to a five-point relaxation to them 
from the recommendations and 
went ahead with the polls.

However, now the students 
have decided to boycott the 
Lyngdoh committee recommen-
dations and go by the JNU con-
stitution. Students are the sole 
authority for conduct of the stu-
dent union elections and the uni-
versity administration has no role 
in the entire process. 

NEW DELHI: Sarvendra 
Vikram Bahadur Singh is the 
frontrunner to become the new 
chairperson of Central Board of 
Secondary Education (CBSE).

Highly placed HRD sources 
confirmed that his name is to 
be sent to the department of 
personnel & training (DoPT) 
for clearance. 

Singh is currently direc-
tor of state council of educa-
tional research & training, Ut-
tar Pradesh. He belongs to UP 
education service.

In case, Singh's appointment 

is confirmed by the DoPT, he 
will be the third UP education 
service officer to become CBSE 
chairperson. Earlier BP Khan-
delwal and Ashok Ganguly 
were CBSE chairperson from 
UP education service.

CBSE has been without a 
regular head since December 
2014. Last July, the ministry had 
sent the name of Satbir Bedi, 
joint secretary in HRD minis-
try who was also in-charge of 
CBSE, for the top post. Howev-
er, DoPT had rejected her name 
and raised several questions in-
cluding her ineligibility for the 
post that requires minimum 
three years experience in edu-
cation administration. There 
were also questions raised on 
possible conflict of interest as 
she was in-charge of CBSE in 
the ministry. The entire process 
had to be junked.

A new search-cum-selection 
committee was made and inter-
view of shortlisted candidates 
took place on March 15.

JNU to boycott Lyngdoh committee  
recommendations for student union polls

NCERT books available online 
for free on ‘e-paathshala’

Common medical entrance test 
unlikely this year, hints Centre

UP edu officer favourite 
for CBSE chief post

Delhi Govt starts complaint centre for grievances against pvt schools
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Mahindra Two Wheelers has 
launched the Mahindra Mojo, 
across 23 dealerships in 11 states. 
The bike will now be available in 
New Delhi and Gurgaon and is 
priced at Rs. 1,63,000 (Ex-show-
room Gurgaon). The motorcycle 
hit Indian roads in October last 
year.

Vinod Sahay, Chief Operating 
Officer, Mahindra Two Wheel-
ers said, “The Mojo is one of the 
most exciting products from the 
Mahindra Two Wheelers stable. 
Taking this sentiment forward, 
the bike will now be available 
across 14 states and 34 dealer-
ships, thus making it possible 
for more consumers to have ac-
cess to a superior touring bike.”

Sahay further added, “To fur-
ther enhance the engagement 
between Mojo owners, we are 
creating communities in cities 
where it is launched. The Mojo 
Tribe will provide a platform 
for Mojo owners to share their 

riding experiences and plan 
similar trails with fellow mem-
bers. Owners can also share live 
updates via our exclusive Mojo 
Tribe Mobile App”

Mahindra Mojo will be avail-
able at the following dealership 
in Delhi and Gurgaon: Haryana 
Auto Agencies in Gurgaon and 
Max Auto in Delhi.

Mojo comes equipped with 
the state-of-art engine with 
DOHC (Double Over Head 
Camshaft), low friction piston 
and rings, advanced EFI (Elec-
tronic Fuel Ignition), iridium 
spark plug, resonator fitted in-
take system and twin exhausts. 
Mojo uses a twin tube frame 
with high torsional rigidity, in-
verted front fork with rigid tri-
ple clamp mounting and high 
pressure gas charged offset 
rear mono-shox with separator 
floating piston, largest 320mm 
radially mounted front disc 
brakes and Pirelli Diablo Ros-

so II tyres. These features are en-
hanced with a 21 litre fuel tank, 
the largest in its class, to ensure 
it can cover longer 
distances on road 
effortlessly.

The han-
dlebar and 
f o o t r e s t 
placement 
of Mojo of-
fer an up-
right riding 

stance that enhances 
the comfort of long dis-
tance riding. The bike 
also features twin pod 
head lamps with LED 

guide light and 

LED tail lamps. The fully loaded 
console includes a digital speed-
ometer with fuel gauge, dual trip 
meter, and analogue tachometer. 
The twin-exhaust system is spe-
cially designed to produce a 
unique note.

Deepika Deshpande born in Mum-
bai has been acting in films, stage, and 
television for several years. She has 
been part of hit films like Humpty 
Sharma Ki Dulhaniya and Raanjhana, 
Well Done Abba, Bewakoofiyan, Rajjo, 
The Rough Book and Recent release 
with YRF banner - Fan with SRK.

She received critical acclaim for her 
performance in the serial Siyaasat on 
the Epic Channel.She has worked in 
several popular TV serials like Junoon, 
9 Malabar Hill, Samvidhaan by Shyam 
Benegal, Tashan E Ishq and Safar - 
winning the award for ' Most Promis-
ing Newcomer ' for the serial 
Farmaan. She was also 
nominated for Best 
Actress and Best 
Supporting Ac-
tress.

 She has 
worked exten-
sively with Lil-
lete Dubeys' 
theatre group 
Prime Time and 
been part of ac-
claimed the-

atre productions like Girish Karnad's 
Wedding Album and Boiled Beans on 
Toast. She began her career with Del-
hi's leading theatre group "TAG" and 
performed in several plays directed by 
the well known director Barry John.
Others known actors working with 
TAG at that time were Lilette Dubey, 
Manoj Bajpayee, Ashish Vidyarthi, 
Divya Seth, Rituraj Singh. Other NSD 
actors like Raghuveer Yadav, Piyush 
Mishra and Gajraj Rao collaborated 
with TAG in plays. She has worked 
closely with them. Today they are re-
spected and accomplished actors. This 
is due to their theatre training and 

grounding. Of course the most suc-
cessful one is SRK. 

She lives with her husband 
(corporate field) and 16 year 
old daughter in Mumbai. 
We hope she interests you. If 
you would like to talk to her 

about her career thus 
far, working with 

Theatre genius-
es, about her 

u p c o m i n g 
role in Fan, 
about SRK 
or any oth-
er details 
do let me 
know.

Mahindra Mojo now in New Delhi, Ggn for `1,63,000

Deepika Deshpande
Success story of actress

The wedding prepara-
tions of Bipasha are at full 
swing. With barely two 
weeks left for the D-day, 
Bips is in seventh heaven 
if her Instagram pics are 
to be believed! While the 
love of her life, Karan 
Singh Grover is off to Goa 
with his buddies to enjoy 
his bachelor’s party, the 
doe-eyed beauty is not be-
hind. She posted a pic of 
herself, holding a frame 
which said ‘Wanted for 
being too cute’ on her insta 
account. In the picture, we 
cannot help but notice Bi-
pasha’s happiness and her 
‘bride-to-be’ sash, badge 
and cap. The actress cap-
tioned the pic “My Bridal 
Shower Thank you all my 
lovelies”! Here’s blessing 
the cute bride-to-be all the 
happiness and joy for her 
married life!

Delhi Marble Dealers Association president Sandeep Bhardwaj with his team thanked Delhi CM Arvind Kejriwal and 
Satendra Jain for reducing VAT tax from 12.5 per cent to 5 per cent on Marble items, for this the association held a 
programme at Punjabi Bagh club Delhi  – photo by Divya Delhi

Bipasha Basu and Karan 
Singh Grover’s love story
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Chief Minister Mehbooba Mufti could not have 
asked for a more troubled start to her innings as 
the head of the government in Jammu and Kash-
mir, one of India’s most troubled states. Two ma-
jor incidents -- first a trouble at National Institute 
of Technology (NIT) in Srinagar and then deadly 
clashes in north Kashmir that left four people dead 
in police firing -- have bogged Mehbooba since 
April 4 when she took over as the chief minister of 
the only Muslim majority state of India. The NIT 
trouble, which began as locals versus outsiders 
over the nationalism debate, pitted Jammu against 
the Kashmir Valley. Reducing the communal wide 
between the two highly polarised regions of the 
state formed an important part of the ruling agen-
da of the Peoples Democratic Party (PDP) and the 
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) combine. The agenda 
was authored by Mehbooba’s father Mufti Moham-
med Sayeed last year after the two ideologically dif-
ferent parties came together to rule the state, which 
has been battling an armed separatist campaign 
since late 1980s. Mufti died on January 7, leaving 
the PDP with its natural choice of Mehbooba to 
replace him as the chief minister. But she was ini-
tially reluctant to shake hands with the BJP before 
she agreed to head the government with no new 
concessions promised by the central government 
in Delhi. On April 4, when Mehbooba, 56, finally 
took oath, NIT erupted violently after celebrations 
by Kashmiri students of India’s loss to West Wind-
ies in the semifinal of the T20 cricket World Cup. 
Outsiders objected violently and took out a march 
carrying national flags and shouting pro-India slo-
gans.  They demanded that the college be shifted 
outside of the valley over their safety concerns after 
police allegedly used force to quell the demonstra-
tion. As the trouble continued for the entire week, 
Mehbooba began her trip to Delhi on Tuesday to 
meet BJP leaders with whom she had refused to 
break bread earlier. As she landed in the capital, 
violence began in north Kashmir Handwara town 
after rumours that a college girl was allegedly mo-
lested by an army man. People protested and se-
curity forces opened fire. Two boys and a woman 
were shot dead. A day later, more protests erupted 
in the nearby Drugmulla village of the Kupwara 
district, some 100 kms from Srinagar. Police fired 
tear gas shells. One of the cannisters fatally hit a 
25-year-old man on his dead. In both cases, it ap-
peared that forces had not followed the laid down 
Standard Operating Procedures on controlling the 
crowd and heading Mehbooba a major security 
challenge in only 10 days of her in the office. And 
the criticism against her, particularly on social me-
dia networks, was abound. Her bête noire and a 
usual critic led from the front. “People died as a 
result of firing by security forces and what does 
the Jammu & Kashmir chief minister do? She con-
tinues her self-promoting tour of Delhi,” opposi-
tion leader Omar Abdullah tweeted. “This is the 
same person who until a year ago would rush any-
where in the valley to shed contrived tears at the 
slightest provocation,” the former chief minister 
added, throwing the criticism back at Mehbooba 
who would tear into Abdullah over civilian deaths 
during his rule. But on Thursday, when Mehbooba 
returned to the valley she ordered restraint in deal-
ing with mobs. No civilian should be harmed while 
managing angry crowds, she told police. But the 
damage had already been done, giving a peak into 
what she may have to contend with in the coming 
years of governance. The NIT and the Handwara 
killings are still burning. How she deals with the 
crises -- both politically as well as administratively 
-- will set the tone of her new role and will also lay 
the path for the uneasy ties between the “soft sepa-
ratist” and the “saffron” streams in the state. 
Amid the crises, PDP leaders privately 
admit that Mehbooba is missing her 
father -- a shrewd politician who 
had seen and battled such chal-
lenges during his nearly 50 years 
in politics.

Kashmir violence  
begins to challenge  

Mehbooba Mufti’s rule 
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A senior BJP leader, campaign-
ing in Kolkata, may well have put 
his finger on the people's pulse.

When he attacked Mamata 
Banerjee and the Left-Congress 
Front in equal measure, the 
crowd response was tepid. But 
when he attacked the Trinamool 
Congress (TMC) for 60 per cent of 
his speech, people applauded. At 
75 percent, there was thunderous 
applause.

This was at the earlier phases of 
polling, but there is no reason to 
believe that the trend will change 
before counting day.

In fact, if the violence witnessed 
during the earlier phases contin-
ues, and the stuffing of ballot box-
es by 'ghost' voters after polling 
hours multiplies, it will become 
clear that the TMC is nervous. It is 
brazening it out through violence, 
which has now become associated 
with Mamata's party in the popu-
lar imagination.

Does this mean there was no 
violence during 34 years of CPI-M 
rule?

A left liberal intellectual ex-
plains it succinctly: "CPI-M was 
more disciplined because it was 
cadre based; cadres knew the area 
and its leaders, the ones who had 
to be attacked. TMC goons who 
have grown during the five years 
of TMC rule, enter areas they may 
not know and attack everybody. 
There is, therefore, much more 
bloodshed." There is universal 
fear.

"Laat khayega ki biryani 
khayega" (Would you like to be 
kicked or served biryani?) An 
"aabdar" or barman at one of Kol-
kata's many clubs, mimics the 
TMC's neighbourhood tough. 
Aabdar is derived from Urdu - 
one who serves drinks.

"This time we are quiet, but we 

shall show our hands at the poll-
ing booth." He is clearly among 
the urban Muslims still loyal to 
the Communist Party of India-
Marxist (CPI-M). Otherwise Mus-
lims across the board have no 
grievance with the Mamata.

In fact, they quite adore her for 
the way she created an almighty 
movement in West Bengal on the 
land issue in Singur and Nandi-
gram between 2006 and 2007. In 
both these efforts at industrializa-
tion by the CPI-M, poorest Mus-
lims, among others, would have 
lost their livelihood and property, 
"had Didi not intervened".

That is where she hit the politi-
cal jackpot. She had lost the 2006 
assembly poll but she used Sin-
gur and Nandigram as fulcrums 
to turn her fortunes around. She 
won 70 per cent of the 54,000 
Panchayat seats in 2008. In the 
2009 Lok Sabha election, Left 
Front came down to 15 seats from 
42 in 2004. In 2014, they had only 
two seats. Mamata won 38.

Now comes the "vote share" 
punditry on which those who 
wish to see the back of Mamata in 
Bengal base their calculations.

Even at her peak Mamata's 
vote share was only 40 per cent. 

The CPI-M was 30 per cent and 
Congress, 10. The Bharatiya Jana-
ta Party (BJP) may have won just 
two seats but its vote share was 17 
percent.

A very arithmetical argument 
is: CPI-M's 30 percent and Con-
gress 10 makes the alliance equal 
to Mamata's 40. The question is: 
Which way will the BJP's 17 per 
cent split?

In a complex sociological turf, 
arithmetic is inadequate to ac-
curately calculate electoral out-
comes. To this comes a quick 
riposte. In Bihar, Lalu Prasad 
Yadav held onto his vote bank. 
After the Nitish Kumar-BJP com-
bination ran its course, it was the 
Nitish-Lalu combination that tri-
umphed.

Through grit, courage and a 
refusal to lose, once Mamata as-
cended the gaddi, she faced her 
biggest challenge: How to cope 
with the CPI-M cadres?

Violent tactics to overcome this 
handicap has become a strategy. 
Willy nilly she must keep rid-
ing the tiger. A group of thugs, 
cheering her along. Some of these 
cheering goons have formed an 
irregular system of co-operatives, 
called syndicates.

For a government 
that has been voted by 
a historic majority on 
the single promise of 
"ache din" and "vikas", 
today's agrarian real-
ity can turn into its most 
potent cause of demise. 
The agricultural growth 
rate is creeping towards 
negative territory from 
a dismal 0.2 percent 
seen in 2014-2015. Data 
from the labour ministry 
shows that growth in ru-
ral wages slowed from a 
high of nearly 18 percent 
in August 2013 and 17.5 
percent in August 2014 
to a dismal 3.8 percent in 
August 2015.

The government is 
currently in the dock on 
an ongoing PIL filed in 
Supreme Court about 
its inability to allevi-
ate distress in a time of 
drought. In this battle, 
the government's claim 
to have "transformed" 
the UPA flagship MGN-
REGA programme is 
truly put to test.

It is perplexing to note 

that in a situation when 
the rural jobs scheme is 
best designed to oper-
ate, it has been failing - at 
huge costs to the lives of 
the poor. The MGNRE-
GA has been provided 
with a budgetary alloca-
tion of Rs.38,500 crore 
for 2016-17. Though the 
allocation was touted to 
be the "highest ever", the 
truth appears to be far 
from that.

After reducing the 
amount of funds owed 
to workers and mate-
rial suppliers - nearly Rs. 
12,000 crore at the end 
of the year - the States 
are left with Rs.26,500 
crore to provide employ-
ment on demand in the 
third consecutive year of 
drought faced by nearly 
50 percent of India's dis-
tricts.

Given that a MGN-
REGA worker performs 
48 days of work in a year, 
on an average, and that 
the average cost of gen-
erating one personday is 
Rs.215 in a non-drought 

year, a budgetary allo-
cation of Rs.26,500 crore 
would result in sup-
porting only 2,56,78,294 
workers. This translates 
into the fact that only 24 
percent of workers will be 
provided average days of 
employment under 
the programme.

If the intent of a 
government is in-
dicated by where 
it allocates its re-
sources, the gov-
ernment has a lot to 
answer for in this 
year of drought.

One can jux-
tapose the stern 
treatment that 
MGNREGA alloca-
tions have received 
with the over-
whelmingly gener-
ous allocation that 
the government 
has committed to-
wards implement-
ing the recom-
mendations of the 
Seventh Pay Com-
mission - Rs.1.02 
lakh crore. Adding 

to this is the enhanced 
budgetary allocation 
to defence pensions by 
nearly 40 percent ow-
ing to the government's 
decision of accepting the 
principle of 'one rank 
one pension'.

Is Mamata losing in Bengal:  
Otherwise why stuff ballot boxes?

Modinomics must address the rural economy
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New Delhi: India's biggest 
cigarette maker ITC Ltd will 
soon resume production at its 
factories, the company said in 
a statement, two weeks after it 
decided to shutter its plants over 
the government's stringent new 
packaging rules.

India from April 1 ordered 
85 per cent of a cigarette pack's 
surface to be covered in health 
warnings, up from 20 per cent, 
but cigarette firms halted pro-
duction saying the policy was 
not clear.

India's $11 billion tobacco in-
dustry is up in arms against the 
new rules and has taken New 
Delhi to court. Industry esti-
mates show the production halt 
has already cost $850 million and 
risks the livelihood of millions of 
farmers. In a statement to the In-
dian stock exchange late on Fri-

day, ITC, which is part-owned 
by British American Tobacco, 
said it will resume manufactur-
ing of cigarettes "consequent 
upon a high court order passed 
in favour of the company".

It did not give any details of 
the court decision. It was not 
immediately clear whether the 
company will print bigger health 
warnings on its packs or not. 
On Saturday, repeated calls to 

an ITC spokesman went unan-
swered. Industry lobby the To-
bacco Institute of India declined 
to comment.

ITC said earlier this month it 
was not ready to print bigger, 
"excessive" health warnings. It 
also said the government was 
implementing new rules despite 
a parliamentary panel report 
that called for reducing the size 
of warnings.

But the panel's report is not 
binding on the government, and 
health ministry officials have 
maintained that manufactur-
ers must comply with the new 
rules. Smoking kills more than 
1 million people a year in India, 
according to BMJ Global Health. 
The World Health Organization 
says tobacco-related diseases 
cost the country $16 billion an-
nually.

NEW DELHI: Google in 
collaboration with RailTel, 
the telecom arm of the In-
dian Railways, has rolled 
out free WiFi service at 9 
more stations, taking the to-
tal to 10 where it will offer 
high-speed Internet to an 
estimated 1.5 million pas-
sengers and visitors.

Free WiFi by Google-
RailTel took off at Mumbai 
Central in January this year. 
The new stations include 
Pune, Bhubaneswar and 
Ranchi. The formal launch 
in Bhubaneswar is slated 
for Sunday, said a senior 
railway ministry official. 
Jaipur, Ujjain and Allaha-
bad will go live next week. 
"The network is now live in 
10 key stations across the 
country and will enable 
about 1.5 million people to 

access high-speed Internet 
service. We are scaling up 
our efforts to roll out the 
network quickly to cover 
some of smaller stations 
where connectivity is much 
more limited," Google In-
dia Head of Access Project 
Gulzar Azad said. As Inter-
net adoption grows in In-
dia, easy and affordable ac-
cess to high-speed network 
is the real need of the hour, 
he stressed. The service will 
be formally inaugurated by 
Railway Minister Suresh 
Prabhu soon, Mr Azad 
added.

Starting today, users 
in Pune, Bhubaneswar, 
Bhopal, Ranchi, Raipur, 
Vijayawada, Kacheguda 
(Hyderabad), Ernakulum 
Jn (Kochi) and Vishakhap-
atnam will be able to access 

the network using their 
smartphones for free.

According to Mr Azad, 
about one lakh people use 
the service per week at the 
Mumbai Central station. 
Google and RailTel have 
collaborated to make WiFi 
network available across 
100 stations to deliver high-
speed Internet to 10 million 
Indians a day by the end of 
the year. The project will 
eventually be rolled out to 
cover 400 railway stations 
across India.

"This project will be the 
largest publicly accessible 
high-speed WiFi network 
in the country, but our real 
hope is that this project will 
set new benchmarks in de-
livering a reliable and con-
sistent network connectiv-
ity," Mr Azad said.

New Delhi: Reiterating its commit-
ment to the Make in India initiative, South 
Korean electronics major LG on April 14 
launched two locally-made smartphones 
and targets to manufacture 1 million 
phones in India. The company will be 
manufacturing phones at its Noida facil-
ity in partnership with GDN Enterprises.

The devices, which are priced at Rs 
9,500 and Rs 13,500, were launched by 
Telecom Minister Ravi Shankar Prasad on 
April 14. LG is the latest entrant to start 
manufacturing of phones in the country, 
which has launched 'Make in India' ini-
tiative. Several device makers, including 
Micromax, Lava, Gionee, OnePlus and 
Xiaomi, have started assembling their de-
vices in the country.

India is one of the fastest growing 
smartphone markets globally and device 
makers are keen to set up manufactur-
ing units here to cater to the burgeon-
ing demand. "We want to tap the huge 
potential for smartphones in the country 
and the K-series will be the first ones to 
be manufactured in India," LG Electron-

ics India Managing Director Kim Ki-Wan 
said here.

He added that the company is opti-
mistic over the new models to drive its 
growth in the smartphone segment in 
India. Prasad said it was an occasion of 
personal satisfaction for him to see com-
panies setting up base in India for elec-
tronics manufacturing.

New Delhi: Telecom 
major Bharti Airtel will 
roll out its platinum 3G 
services across Punjab this 
month using higher grade 
spectrum band in 900 Mhz 
which promises to provide 
better speed.

"In line with its com-
mitment to make Punjab 
a digitally enabled state, 
Airtel will be rolling out 
its Platinum 3G services 
across all major cities/
towns and important cor-
ridors to complement its 
existing 2G and 4G servic-
es in the state," Airtel said 
in a statement.

The company said it 
will start rolling out ser-
vices from this month, 
with first few markets be-
ing Chandigarh, Mohali, 
Panchkula, Patiala, Lu-
dhiana, Amritsar, among 

others. Earlier, telecom 
companies used 900 Mhz 
spectrum to provide 2G 
mobile service.

Airtel acquired this 
spectrum afresh through 
an auction held in 2015 
for Rs 3,607.5 crore. The 
company has the capacity 
to provide this category 

of 3G service in nine other 
circles including Andhra 
Pradesh, Karnataka, As-
sam, Rajasthan and West 
Bengal. Additionally, Air-
tel Platinum 3G will help 
optimise the back-end 
engagement between the 
network and mobile de-
vices, that will help extend 
battery life of mobile de-
vices, the statement said.

"The launch of Airtel 
Platinum 3G is an integral 
part of this commitment 
and will considerably im-
prove the voice and data 
experience of our custom-
ers," Bharti Airtel Upper 
North HUB CEO Manu 
Sood said. Airtel currently 
offers 4G services, using a 
combination of 1,800 MHz 
and 2,300 MHz technolo-
gies across 50 towns in 
Punjab.

Infosys said that it has given a 
wage hikes of 6-12 per cent to its 
employees in India and of about 
two per cent to onsite workers, 
even as it is trying to hire locals 
to make itself independent of 
visa regulations.

The country’s second largest 
IT firm said it is also looking at 
offering equity to incentivise top 
performers.

Infosys executive vice- presi-
dent and Group Head (human 
resource development) Krish-
namurthy Shankar said, “We 
are starting with the process 
for our engineers and the leads, 
and they will be based on per-
formance, majority of them will 
be in the range of six and 12 per 
cent.”

For onsite employees, it is 
around 1.5 to 2 per cent.

The hikes are effective from 
April 1 for employees below 

managerial level, and from July 
1 for managers and above.

In the fourth quarter, Infosys 
gave out 2,147 promotions and 
8,900 in total in FY2016 for em-
ployees below managerial level.

The company is also looking 
at introducing equity, which will 
be launched during the quarter 
and will be announced in due 
course.

“Objective is to ensure that....
to retain and attract people, we 
are going to cover select per-
centage of high potential, high 
performers about 20-25 per cent 
of managerial level, that would 
be our intention,” Mr  Shankar 
said.

For the March quarter, In-
fosys’ total headcount stood at 
1,94,044 as against 1,76,187 a 
year ago. The company added 
(net) 661 people in the January-
March 2016 quarter.

Infosys to give equity to best 
staff, recruit locals abroad

Amid health warning row: ITC  
to resume cigarette production

LG starts smartphone manufacturing 
in India; to make 1million units

Airtel to roll out 3G service in 
Punjab on high grade spectrum

Google, railtel expand free WiFi 
reach, cover nine more stations
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New Delhi: World Brotherhood 
Organisation (WBO) organised 
Mass Marriage Reception for un-
derprivileged section of the society 
followed by Bhajan Sandhya.

Fifty one couples from under-
privileged class, wedded in the 
recent past, participated in the re-
ception and were distributed twen-
ty one types of bounties for their 
home needs to bless their married 
life. The credit of such a large event 
goes to the members and donors 
for their sincere efforts and gener-
osity. His Excellency Mbuya Issac 
G. Munio (High Commissioner 
of Malawi) and Mrs. Maya Singh, 
Mrs. Universe Asia pacific 2015 and 
a social worker graced the occasion 
with their benign presence.

Live performances by – Inter-
national Group Hare Rama Hare 
Krishna, Sufi singer Nizami Broth-
ers and Sai Bhajan by Mohit Chop-
ra featuring a soothing mix of reli-
gious hymns from varied faiths on 
one dias was the main objective of 
Bhajan Sandhya. A spiritual eve-
ning, the auspicious occasion re-
flects the unbiased respect of World 
Brotherhood Organisation towards 
all religions.

A special high tea was also ar-
ranged at the conclusion of Recep-
tion and pure vegetarian dinner af-
ter Bhajan Sandhya. Special fasting 
meal was also arranged for people 
on fast during Navratras. Many 
distinguished guests including So-
cial Welfare Minister Shri Sandeep 
Kumar, MLA Shri Vijender  Garg, 
Hasya Kavi Shri Surender Sharma, 
DCP Karol Bagh Shri Parmaditya, 
ACP Karol Bagh Abhishek Dhania, 
among others, graced the occasion 
with their presence.

Mass Marriage Reception & Bhajan sandhya


